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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/073.498 



Examiner 

Anthony H Nguyen 



Appllcant(s) 

ONO ET AL. 



Art Unit 
2854 



„Th MAILING DATE at th,s communication app arsonthecov r s heet with t„e correspond nee atfc/ress » 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

- « NO period for reply is speoified f the max,~ ABANDONED (35 U^S.C. § 133). 

- ^Sy°;:^:sty:t;r^:e!rrn 

earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 M Responsive to communication(s) filed oh ?9 September 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)l2 This action is non-final 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fon^al matters P^osecufion as to the ments .s 
^ closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle. 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) 13 Ciaim(s) M is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) M is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 5 and 7 is/are rejected. 

7) 13 Claim(s) 6 and 8 is/are objecjted to. 

8) D Claim(s) ^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are. a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

IDD The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

1 3) 13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)l3All b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the prioiity documents have been received. 
2 □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No 



3 □ copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)^ 
* see the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional aPP"cation has been receded 

15) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a daim for domestic pnonty under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

4) □ Inten/iew Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) n Other: 
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Applicant's election of Group n, claims 5-9 in Paper No. 7 is acknowledged. Because 
applicant did not distinctly and specifically point out the supposed errors in the restriction 
requirement, the election has been treated as an election without traverse (MPEP § 818.03(a)). 

Accordingly, claims 1-4 are withdrawn from further consideration by the examiner, 37 
C.F.R. § 1. 142(b), as being drawn to a non-elected invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.& C § 112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S. C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more clatms particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 7 is rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being mdefmite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. Specifically, there is no proper antecedent basis for "the second gear" (Une 4) and 
"the first gear" (line 7). 



Claim Rejections - 35 U.S. C. §102 



The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless ~ 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty 
defined in section 351(a) shall have the effect under this subsection of a national application published 
under section 122(b) only if the international apphcation designating the United States was published under 
Article 21(2)(a) of such treaty in the English language; or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that a patent shall not be deemed filed in the United States for the 
purposes of this subsection based on the filing of an international apphcation filed under the treaty defined 
in section 351(a). 
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Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hsich et al. (US 
6,315,471). 

Hsich et al. teaches a printer having a print head 41 which prints an image on a print 
sheet 26 via an ink ribbon 32 which is fed from a supply reel or a feed reel 30 to a take-up reel or 
a winding reel 31, torque-generating means 60 and 61 which generate variable load torques . 
applied to the feed reel and the winding reel and a controlling means 84 which controls the 
torque-generating means as shown in Figs. 1-3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 6 and 8 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the Umitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: 
The primary reason for allowance of claims 6 and 8 is that The prior art of record does not teach 
the first and second sandwiching members which sandwich the first gear and rotate integrally 
with the shafts for feeding an ink ribbon. 

Conclusion 

The patents to Bemardis et al., Delaporte, Igarashi, Fox, Yamamoto et al, Hunter et al. 
and Adams et al. are cited but not reUed upon are considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure 
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Art Unit: 2854 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anthony Nguyen whose telephone number is (703) 308-2869. 
The examiner can normally be reached daily from 9 AM to 5PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Andrew Hirshfeld, can be reached on (703) 305-6619. The fax phone number for 
this Group is (703) 872-9306. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-0956, 




10/17/03 
Patent Examiner 
Technology Center 2800 



